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Peer Pressure and Crime
Criminology is the study of crime and delinquency as a social phenomenon. Its scope includes the process of making and breaking of laws and the reaction towards the action of breaking the rules. According to Edwin Sutherland, the founder of Differential Association theory, criminals will commit crimes based on their interaction with other people (Bergeron, 2015). This is suggestive that crimes are a result of people associating with criminals which leads them to have criminal behavior. Social learning theory, on the other hand, explains the effect of socialization on the development of self. It seeks to understand the individual learning process, self-formation and how individuals are influenced by socializing in society (IResearchNet, 2011). This paper aims to answer why people commit crimes, understanding this will help you in the formulation of prevention measures and guidelines by explaining why individuals are influenced to engage in misconduct. It will move from theoretical roots, applying both theories and contemporary strengths and weaknesses of each with the aim of determining whether these behaviors are exceptional.

How could Brandi's behavior be explained using differential association theory?
According to Sutherland, criminal behavior is acquired by contact with peers and family of illegal behavior who are in close contact. Such practices are both technical skills and attitudes that are conducive to encourage criminal activities since they are non-conformist. Differential behavior theory explains that Brandi's actions are as a result of influences and interactions with the others she associated with. The notion of social disorganization is another aspect that attempts to explain her behaviors.
 When Natalie her mum is busy working extra hours and not paying attention to Brandi, differential theory perceives that criminals are those immersed in disadvantageous conditions and isolated in society (Cressey, 1954, p. 29). Brandi will learn the art to steal as a result of colleagues who are thieves and accept the attitude towards stealing. Notably, too much authoritative handling from her mother is a case where she worked hard teaching them what is right and wrong. The development such deviant behavior is also highly highlighted by exposure to more conduct messages that pro-social messages which make them delinquent.

How could Brandi's behavior be explained using social learning theory?
Social learning theory explains the effect of socialization on self- development and considers the formation of an individual’s character as a result of responding to the social stimuli (Crossman, 2017). Natalie is worried, her daughter is hanging out with the wrong crowd. According to the social learning theory, there is need to be worried that the new friends will lead her to illegal activities. So, if Brandi spends time with the wrong colleagues, she is likely to learn that is is not wrong to break the law from such friends. It postulates that Brandi's identity is as a result of modeling herself in response to the expectations of her friends. Rather than her personality. The criminal behaviors manifest as a response to the encouragements from her colleagues together with reinforcement. According to Henry, (2004), Social learning theorists believe that childhood experience is significant and acknowledge that the behaviors of individuals such as of Natalie's daughter are formed more by the attitudes and behaviors of other people.  Brandi engaged in the criminal activity because of associating with the people who engage in crime since as a result of being in contact with them, she viewed crime as something that is justified in her condition and it became desirable. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This theory postulates that mechanisms such as beliefs, modeling and differential reinforcement lead to individuals such as Brandi to engage in crime.
Strengths and weaknesses of Social learning theory
The flexibility in societal or environmental aspect acknowledges the differences in learning and a child's behavior (Loop, 2017). This which reinforces that the act of a child can change by a change in environment. The theory does not focus on the child's actions making it weak how the child processes and handles new information. (Higgins, 2014)Social learning theory does not depend upon the progression of growth and learning which is that is age dependent. 
Strengths and weaknesses of Differential Association theory.
A significant strength is accounting for criminal activities or behaviors at both individual levels and across various social settings. Differential reinforcement and punishment describe the existing balance between non-social punishments and punishment rewards about individuals behaviors (Devshi, 2017). However, the theory does not explain adequately core concepts such as the required levels of excess conduct. The method does not consider the victim's role in the development of such criminal behaviors. According to Schubert, (2016) it draws upon the assumption that each accesses criminal and anti-criminal patterns equally.  
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